
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF TENNESSEE AT KNOXVILLE

D.A., a minor by his next friend and mother R.A. )
)

Plaintiffs, )
)

vs. ) NO. __________
)

KNOX COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION and )
DR. CHARLES LINDSEY, Superintendent, )

)
Defendants. )

COMPLAINT

I. INTRODUCTION

1. This case is brought under 42 U.S.C. §1983 on behalf of a thirteen year-old child who

was summarily expelled from the Knox County School System without a hearing in

violation of his Fourteenth Amendment right to Due Process of the law.

II. JURISDICTION

2. Jurisdiction is proper under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1343, and 2201 et seq.   Venue is

proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b).

III.  PARTIES

3. Plaintiff, D.A*., is a thirteen year-old boy who is in the eighth grade at the Karns

Annex Alternative School (hereinafter  Karns Annex ) in Knoxville, Tennessee.

* The identity of the plaintiff has been made known to the defendants through a letter to the defendants  counsel.



4. The Knox County Board of Education is responsible for the policies of the Knox

County Schools.

5. Defendant, Dr. Charles Lindsey, is the superintendent of the Knox County Schools

located in Knoxville, Tennessee, and in this capacity, is responsible for administering

and implementing the policies of the school system.

IV.  FACTS

6. D.A. was previously a student at South Doyle Middle School in Knoxville, Tennessee

until he was expelled on October 7, 2002 for  not following directions. 

7. Upon his expulsion, D.A. was referred to the Karns Annex for alternative schooling. 

8. On February 18, 2003, D.A. was dismissed from Karns Annex for the remainder of the

school year for allegedly making an obscene gesture in the presence of a teacher,

despite the fact that another student confessed to making the gesture.

9. Neither D.A. nor his mother was given any notice of, or opportunity for, a hearing on

the allegation.

10. Because his mother is a single mother who works outside the home, D.A., a thirteen

year-old child, has remained at home alone since his removal from Karns Annex.  

11. According to the terms of his removal, he is not eligible to return to school until his

original expulsion from South Doyle Middle School ends in August 2003.

V. CAUSES OF ACTION

12. The defendants violated D.A. s right to Due Process under the Fourteenth Amendment

of the United States Constitution since he was not given a hearing before being expelled

from Karns Annex.



13. D.A. has suffered immediate and irreparable harm because he has already missed six

weeks of school and has fallen far behind his classmates in his studies.  Unless D.A. is

allowed to return to school immediately, he will continue to suffer immediate and

irreparable harm.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff requests the following relief:

1. This Court enter a preliminary injunction requiring the Defendants to reinstate him

immediately in Karns Annex.

2. This Court enter a declaratory judgment that D.A. s summary dismissal from Karns

Annex violates the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States

Constitution.

3. This Court award him nominal, compensatory, and/or punitive damages as this Court

deems appropriate.

4. This Court award him attorneys  fees and court costs under 42 U.S.C.  §1988.

5. This Court award him any further relief that this Court deems just and equitable.

Respectfully submitted this ____ day of April, 2003.

______________________________
DOUGLAS A. BLAZE
BPR # 016356
Attorney for Plaintiff
U.T. Legal Clinic
1534 W. Cumberland Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37996-4070
(865)  974-2331 


